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SGEC/PEFC Forest Certification Forum & SGEC Stakeholers Conference
SGEC Stakeholders Conference was held on 1st Jatiesring about 50 attendees from various sectofae purpose of this
conference was to report on the hlstory of SGEC fiterastablishment and the ensuing developmentcusituation of the

‘ Japanese forestry and the meaning of forest @attiibin, and further to reflect on the
past 1 year after last year's PEFC endorsemengfmrting on the actual situation
of the internationalization of SGEC and its busingsactices and responding to
questions, suggestions or proposals from the lstdéters concer- ning the day-to-
day operations. New booklet “Users’ Guides foetnaitional SGEC System” was
delivered to all attendees and the explanations@&As on SGEC were given
. . based upon the guide.

(Panel Discussion) On the following day, SGEC/PEFC Forest Certificafiammum was held with the
presence of Deputy Director General of Forestrynfsgeof Japan Mr. Shuji Oki. With an audience of @htb0 atteendees, the
forum posed a question as to what we should anid clmufor improving the understanding of the cutresndition of Japanese
forestry industry and the promotion of local forgsand locally-produced wood given the currentaittn where forests in
Japan reached the time of harvesting and the sot@aésts in forest certification is rising, toechoff by the wood procurememt
policy announced by the Tokyo Organising Committiée¢he Olympic and Paralympic Games which pricegighe use of
certified woos as useful tool for proving sustaitigb
In Part 1, following the addresses given by thenigpr and the distinguished guest, Mr. Suzuki, &g@mg Director of Nice
Corporation gave the key-note presentationtitledti\®e Use of Forest Certification and its Promotitocusing upon
construction of middle-scale wooden buildings dreldompany’s policy of active use of certified wood
In Part 2, a panel discussion session was heldRvigh N. Ando, Emeritus Professor of UniversityTokyo, as the modulator.
The four panelists were, Ms. M. Ohishi, Vice Chaigo& of Nippon Association of Consumer SpecialiMs, A.Suzuki
Managing Director of Nice Corporation, Mr. H. OhlaPresident of Oji Forest & Products Co., Ltd. &d H. Matsuzaki
General Manager of Wooden Atchitects Promotion DafpffTakenaka Corporation, representing consumesscégions,
distributors/impotrters of wood products, foresind timber industry and general conttactors respgt Each panelist gave a
presentation on the use of forest certification ém@romotion from each sector’s point of view.

The session was concluded that the recognition lefvédrest certification is still low in the socjeind the market and all
stakeholders should make efforts unitedly for priomoand settlement of forest certification.
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PEFC’s Mutual Recognition and Equality
One of the major characteristics of PEFC is itstimlrecognition” with national forest certificatieystems that are established
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and managed in various countries. What is mearthisyis that PEFC endorses these national systesezihgon a rigorous
evaluation on the conformity between PEFC'’s globatlynmon sustainability benchmarks for forest manege as well as
chain of custody and the forest management staradetdCOC standard adopted by such national systems.

Inaddition, another major characteristics of PEF&Gimaximum respect of the legislative, social andioronmental conditions
of each country. This is because PEFC considerdhbgtarticipation of the local stakeholders whoresent the interests of
various setors is a crucially important elementifoplementation of “sustainable forest managemant! the PEFC method
wherein PEFC conducts conformity evaluation and esetonational systems that are established byod® stakeholders
through bottom-up method.

Therefore, it should be importantly noted that aliebts certified to a forest certification systdmattconforms with PEFC’
globally common sustainability benchmarks are g@atqually regardless of their nationality. Thithis very core of the PEFC
system.

We hope that all PEFC stakeholders re-recognisetiiig and reconfirm PEFC'’s unshakable credibility.
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CEO of PEFC International Paid Courtesy Visit to TheTokyo Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paraymic
Games (TOCOPG)

CEO of PEFC International Mr. Ben Gunneberg visitapgan on 19th June through

) £ ""j;;‘,;:'-" s to 21st June. Last August, the City of Tokyo wasoitdticed attractively at the
= Y somonp: closing ceremony of 2016 Rio Games as the host ¢ty the next
'f_:,";v L 4 Olympic/Paralympic Games, and international so&etyxpectation and interests
in 2020 Tokyo Games have been rising increasingly.
oA ” = The move of using certified wood is steadily spregdifueled by the wood

procurement policy set by TOCOPG. The similar polscgxpected to be taken and
announced shortly for the procurement of paperymisd
Under these circumstances SGEC-certified forestcanganies are also increasing prominently, reflgdhe rapid increase
of demands for domestic certified wood.
The purpose of Mr. Gunneberg’s visit to TOCOPG vmasxpress PEFC’s commitment for the contributiort tha certified
wood/paper certified to forest certification systesuch as PEFC and SGEC can make, by deliveringpiitydand safety
regarding sustainability and referring to concrsdenple cases of the past, for the great succe’26f Tokyo Games which
hoists Realisation of Total Sustainability as tbescslogan.
Some questions were asked by TOCOPG regadingttdst tobal expansion of PEFC and the current situaif the spread of
SGEC. Mr. Gunneberg responded that with the recergecutive participation of Asian and African natibforest certification
systems PEFC has now 49 national members and ghates of certified forests reached 301 million Ha Regarding Japan,
SGEC reported that thanks to the society’s and iniggsinterests in forest certification, which weeouched off and fueled by
the procurement policy of 2020 Tokyo Games, tha afethe forest certified to SGEC has spread natideand reached 1.6
million Ha while the number of COC certificates atgiover 700 by now.
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PEFCAsia Promotion’s web page renewed and PEFC/SGEC Fdmmk Page Opened

We have renewed our web page. The link to our ptevtop-page; www.pefcasia.org/japan is nhow changed
www.pefcasia.org/. Please modify the link of yofavorites”. (The new Top Page: see above.)

In addidtion, with much pleasure we report to yieattSGEC/PEFC Facebook page is open. Please “Likeut!fiew FB page
for further promotion.

[h&iBEiE4L 5D | Call for Participation in Your Company Ad Campaign!
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PEFC Annual Review 2016 - Highlighting the Achievemes of the PEFC Alliance

PEFC International reports on PEFC'’s achievemeng)6 in its recent annual report. The latest newslain the PEFC
website summarises the report as follows;

So much happened at PEFC in 2016, it is hard tavkmbere to start!

We were delighted to welcome new national membrens {Ghana, Hungary, Macedonia, Republic of Koream&nia and
Thailand. You have to look back to the early dayswf organization for so many members joining ie gear. These new
members join a fantastic network of organizati@mg] many of their activities can be found throudhba Annual Review.

Our international projects go from strength to regjth. We collaborate with partners and donors atdhie world to support
the development of national forest certificatiorsteyns, innovate new ways to get more trees cettified work with
smallholders. There are now at least a dozen cegrdgveloping national systems and preparing foldPBEmbership.

We also launched the revision process of our Swatdity Benchmarks — the standards that form th&bfor nearly all our
activities. As the world changes, best practicatlkarowledge evolve and society’s expectations gregvmust make sure our
standards are the best they can be. The proceswithtake more than two years, affect the majoof our standards, and
involve hundreds of experts and thousands of std#ers.

Last but not least, 2016 was the year we reachedrd06n hectares of PEFC-certified forest!

We hope this Annual Review helps give you a glimpisthe work of the PEFC alliance. And if you fes$pired, please get in
contact — we look forward to hearing from you!

PEFC Annual Review 2016 is available by accesirtheaunder-mentioned PEFC website;
https://lwww.pefc.org/news-a-media/general-sfm-n8@62-pefc-annual-review-2016-highlighting-the-ackiments-of-the-
pefc-alliance
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PEFC International Photo Contest

In response to the initiative taken by PEFC Itdlis global event took place as PEFC's first attewifit the title “ Internatinoal
PEFC Photo Contest”. In Japan, the contest wasedaotit by a sponsorship of SGEC and co-sponsorsitgBCAP, calling
for participation widely from the stakeholders dfaver Japan.

As a result, approx. 470 photos were applied, whigls far more than our initial expectation. The wirmwill be shortly
announced and top prizes will be entitled to therimational photo contest, which is sponsored biy® Eternational.
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SAFAS DX FE TS Craig Norris K. T TREED SN TS TR EEBICL>T, MNEEMRRICEZ NI HAE KRS S
CEMNRRAFENDP, DREFEICHDDHEIRNOEHMEIZE ST CHETRIMENEENTR/NMABBRRICH T HH5HR
HMEBADENFHTHELT. COEDOET7HREDOFMBIHEDHILLE PEFC MB. S5ITEL D PEFC OFEDRBELIFKEL
HULEN TS EBRTNET,
South Africa joins PEFC as a national member
South African Forestry Assurance Scheme (SAFAS\jedl PEFC International,[F
representing Republic of South Africa which is kmow Japan as the exporter o
matrials for pulp and paper products.
Representative of SAFAS Mr. Craig Norris mentiotiest SAFAS’s participation ;
in PEFC and the expected PEFC endorsement is welcdipethe local
stakeholders and added that PEFC could open théowthe acquisition of forest |
certification by the local small forest owners, whave been casted out fron
other forest certification system due to its comjityeand cost.
This seems to be especially important as the cufagt reform programme will likely result in a gteaproportlon of the
plantation estate being managed by smaller scal®eti growers in the country.
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RRE, EITEIEICRS BN DBRMBEITFvTINED LS One of the hottest topics which have been rapidhenging
CRNEDRED DB S ELEE TEYET -0, Zhicf recently is bio_—mass energy. _V\_/e areincrea_singjgimg inquiries

on how foreign-made certified woodchips are treatedthe
L ARSI E OB - RRERANOEREAMS LTI Japanese government’s fixed price program named W&

CENBRBEBRATRYET consider that it is urgently necessary that we a&prahe
understanding of our standards and requirementsngntbe
relative industries.
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